llosone' (erythromycin estolate) 


WARWING 


Hepatic dysfunction with or without jaundice has oc 
curred, chiefly in adults, in association with erythromycin 
estolate administration. It may be accompanied by mai 
aise, Nausea, vomiting, abdominal colic, and fever in 
some instances severe pain may simulate an 
abdominal surgical emergency 

if the above findings occur 
promptly 

Hlosone is contraindicated for patients with a known 
history of sensitivity to this drug and for those with pre 
existing liver disease 


discontinue liosone 


indications: Streptococcus pyogenes (Group A Beta-Hemolytic) 
~ Upper and lower respiratory tract, skin, and soft-tissue 
infections of mild to moderate severity 

Injectable penicillin G Denzathine is considered by the Amer 
ican Heart Association to be the drug of choice in the treatment 
and prevention of streptococcal pharyngitis and in long-term 
prophylaxis of rheumatic fever 

When oral medication is preferred for treating the above 
mentioned conditions, penicillin G or V or erythromycin is the 
alternate drug of choice 

The importance of the patient's strict adherence to the pre 
scribed dosage regimen must be stressed when oral medica 
tion is given. A therapeutic dose should be administered for at 
least ten days 

Alpha-Hemolytic Streptococc: (Viridans Group) — Short-term 
Prophylaxis against bacterial endocarditis prior to dental or 
other operative procedures in patients with a history of rheu 
matic fever or congenital heart disease who are hypersensitive 
to penicillin. (Erythromycin is not suitable prior to genito 
urinary surgery when the organisms likely to lead to bactere 
mia are gram-negative bacilli or belong to the enterococcus 
group of streptococci.) 

Staphylococcus aureus — Acute infections of skin and soft 
tissue which are mild to moderately severe. Resistance may 
develop during treatment 

S (Diplococcus) pneumoniae — intections of the upper res 
piratory tract (e.g . otitis media, pharyngitis) and lower res 
Oiratory tract (e.g. pneumonia) of mild to moderate severity 

Mycoplasma pneumomae (Eaton Agent, PPLO) — Respiratory 
tract infections due to this organism 

Haemophilus influenzae — May be used concomitantly with 
adequate doses of sulfonamides for upper respiratory tract 
infections of mild to moderate severity Not all strains of this 
organism are susceptible at the erythromycin concentrations 
ordinarily achieved 

Treponema pallidum — As an alternate treatment in penicillin 
allergic patients In primary syphilis, spinal-fluid examina 
tions should be done betore treatment and as part of follow-up 
after therapy 

Corynebacterium diphtheriae — As an adjunct to antitoxin, to 
prevent establishment of carriers, and to eradicate the organ 
ism in carriers 

C. minutissimum — \n the treatment of erythrasma 

Entamoeba histolytica — For intestinal amebiasis only. Extra 
enteric amebiasis requires treatment with other agents 

Listeria monocytogenes — Infections due to this organism 

Legionnaires Disease — Although no controlled clinical effi 
cacy Studies have been conducted. in vitro and limited prelim: 
nary clinical data suggest that erythromycin may be effective in 
treating Legionnaires disease 


Contraindication: Known hypersensitivity to this antibiotic 


Warnings: (See Warning box above.) The administration of 
erythromycin estolate has been associated with the infrequent 
occurrence of cholestatic hepatitis. Laboratory findings have 
been characterized by abnormal hepatic function test values 
peripheral eosinophilia. and leukocytosis. Symptoms may in- 
clude malaise, nausea, vomiting, abdominal cramps, and te 
ver. Jaundice may or may not be present. in some instances 
severe aDdominal pain may simulate the pain of biliary colic 
pancreatitis, perforated uicer, or an acute abdominal surgical 
problem. in other instances. clinical symptoms and results of 
liver function tests have resembied findings in extrahepatic 
obstructive jaundice 
. Initial symptoms have developed in some cases after a few 
days of treatment but generally have followed one or two weeks 
of continuous therapy Symptoms reappear promptly, usually 
within 48 hours after the drug is readministered to sensitive 
patients The syndrome seems to result from a form of sensiti 
zation, occurs chiefly in adults, and has beeg reversible when 
Medication is discontinued 

Usage in Pregnancy — Satety of this drug for use during 
pregnancy has not been established 
Precautions: Caution should be exercised in administering the 
antibiotic to patients with impaired hepatic function 

Recent studies of erythromycin reveal that its use in patients 
receiving high doses of theophylline may be associated with an 
increase in serum theophylline levels and potential theophy! 
line toxicity. In such a case, the dose of theophylline should be 
reduced while the patient is receiving concomitant erythromy 
cin therapy 

Surgical procedures should be performed when indicated 


Adverse Reactions: The most frequent side effects are gastro 
intestinal (e.g, abdominal cramping and discomfort) and are 
dose related. Nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea occur infre 
quently with usual oral doses 

During prolonged or repeated therapy, overgrowth of non 
susceptible bacteria or fungi is possible. If such infections 


arise, the drug should be discontinued and appropriate therapy 
instituted 

Mild allergic reactions, such as urticaria and other skin 
rashes, have occurred. Serious allergic reactions, including 
anaphylaxis, have been reported 1013079} 
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Blood-Gas and Electrolyte Values; Nancy 
E. Gary 

Acute Respiratory Failure, 
Care in; Gennaro M. Tisi 

Anemia: The Two Things You Should Do 
First; Maxwell M. Wintrobe 

Angina, Surgical Management of Unstable, 
The Emory Approach; Charles R. Hatch 
er, Jr 

Antibiotic for the Critically Il Patient, How 
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Insomnia, Practical Ways to 
Chronic; Quentin R. Regestein 

Intermediate Cardiac Care Unit, The, Its 
Role and Its Value; Julian Frieden, Je- 
rome Cooper 

Internal Me ‘icine—Answers to May Self- 
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